The Secret Admirer is: 
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“ Aquarius- The things that 
you do out of obligation will 

e ggllentligtls taxing this 
week. Take time every day 
to do at least one thing for 
yourself. 


Pisces- Schemes and plans 
will occupy your mind this 
week. Remember to stay at 
least somewhat grounded, 
and know the difference be- 
tween fantasy and reality. 
Aries- Proceed with caution. 
What you might interpret as 
a green light may well be a 
false start. Move with mea- 
sured steps. 


Taurus- Be careful who you 
confide in this week. Some- 


Gemini- Just because some- 
one is good at-one thing, 
doesn't mean they can be 
helpful with all-things. Keep 
folks compartmentalized. 


Cancer- Your inner guiding 
voice will be in-conflict with 
friends' well-meaning sug- 
gestions this week. You have 
to choose who to follow. 


Leo- You will be besieged 
with empty flattery this 
week. Don't let it dull your 
edge. Stay.sharp and hold 
people to the high standard 
you deserve. 


Virgo- Someone that you 
like very much could use 
your help. Be warned that 


Libra- The devil is in the de- 
tails. Don't go on autopilot 
this week. Pay attention to 
small things to avoid a big 
problem. 

Scorpio- Starting a new 
hobby for the dark months 
will yield great results. You 
are ripe to learn a brand new 
skill. Keep developing. 


Sagittarius- It might be eas- 
ier to give in for compromise 
this week, but it will not feel 
good in the long run. Draw 
your line in the sand. 


Capricorn- Don't make a 
promise that you can't keep 


grasping blindly 
for your eyes 
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one close to you has a shad- once you start helping, it will this week. You'll just feel like Ready to be Kindled Thanksgiving Road Trip Games 
ow across.their heart, and is become a major commite- shit later. You've got to be re- with Sadie Eggshells with David Otter 
looking to hurt you. ment. alistic once in awhile. 
As the nights stretch longer, as the Looking for a fun game to play with 
Ask Sadie Eggshells cold returns, light becomes something whoever you're stuck with on that in- BookingEL@yahoo.com 
zis OUGTE ESS Des isslestehalatstcn sein eanetauaeiciadsnisheaeiiacneenete 2 more precious, golden and valuable terminable holiday road trip? We give 1356 N Front St - Fishtown 
Hello Sadie, timing of plans come before your well- against the growing gray. Mundane _ you, The Wizard’s Duel. 


It’s the time of year when i go home to see 
my family, andit’s usually nota big deal. I'm 
fairly close to my family but more because 
we are a family than for any special bond. 
This past summer I found out that my dad 
used to beat my older brother sometimes. 
My brother told me that when he con- 
fronted our dad about it he denied it ever 
happened. | totally believe my brother over 
my dad. | don’t know if | should go home 
because I'm pretty sure I'm going to bring 
it up and my brother doesn’t want me to. | 
know this is really an issue between them, 
but it really changes the dynamic for me. | 
think it was unfair of my brother to tell me 
this then say that | can’t confront my dad 
about it. Do you have any advice for how | 
should approach this problem? Thank you 
and | love your column. 

-afan 


Hello, 


The relationships between you, your 
dad, and your brother are all separate 
dynamics to consider. Without knowing 
more of the intricacies, and considering 
the seriousness of this revelation, it's 
hard to give you the answers you re- 
ally need, especially in the confines of 
a couple of paragraphs. But, | will try to 
give some advice that may at least be 
of use. 


You don't have to go home for the holi- 
days. Family is important and the obli- 
gation can feel serious, but if you think 
you or your brother may be walking 
into a situation that is potentially harm- 
ful, or you just need time to process this 
information and how you feel about it 
on your own for a while before seeing 
your dad again, take the time and space 
you need. Don't let the unfortunate 


being. You are more important. 


If you go home to visit, start with the first 
hierarchy of need, basic safety. Whether 
potential harm is physical or emotional 
or just a lot of stress, minimize that. Do 
you and your brother plan to stay in 
the same house with your dad? Is there 
somewhere else you can stay? Maybe 
go inona hotel room together, or make 
plans to stay at a friend's or other rela- 
tive's house. Then you can escape the 
situation if you want to and give you all 
some comfortable distance. 


Before you go home, talk to your broth- 
er and agree on a plan for how this is- 
sue is going to be handled on this visit. | 
think having a unified front will be bet- 
ter for both of you. While your personal 
feelings are absolutely important and 
will need to be addressed, your brother 
most likely needs you to be an ally to 
him right now. Respect his wishes and 
support him as much as you can. Con- 
sider your brother's reasons for telling 
you not to confront your dad. Ask him. 
It seems more likely that he is telling 
you that not because he thinks your 
feelings about it don't matter, but be- 
cause he needs time to process this 
without other family members escalat- 
ing it emotionally. That is something 
that | think is delicate and important to 
respect. 


If you haven't already, make sure you 
tell your brother you believe him. That 
is very important to hear. I'll be think- 
ing of you and | very sincerely wish you 
and your family luck and strength and 
peace. 


All Untagged Content Anticopyright 2010 - 2015 Secret Family Publications - everything always is 


or mystical, this is the time ritual be- 
comes a stabilizing force. We bring in 
the harvest of the first half of the year 
and assess what will keep a while. We 
squirrel away what we can use and put 
extra blankets on the bed. We plan our 
indoor projects, things we can do for 
hours on end, meditation through cre- 
ation to sustain us through more quiet 
and self-reflective days. 


| pick up stones in the creek bed 
and stack them into cairns or find the 
ones that fit together and steady them 
into balances that look unlikely, fragile 
and dignified, temporary, sure to fall. 
And | try to stack my life into more or- 
derly piles, toss aside the pieces that 
don't fit, and center myself in the new 
season. 


Fall winds whisper of inevitable 
cycles, to make peace with transition. 
| collect fire-colored leaves, lay them 
as an offering in a formation that feels 
right: an irregular symmetrical pat- 
tern, or a gradient cascade, or overlaid 
in a stack. The colors and shapes of 
their curved points jut out like the lick- 
ing flames of candles we light more of- 
ten now to call the warmth to us as the 
chill in the air sharpens. 
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The rules are simple: someone 
chooses athing that they are, any noun 
will work, let's say a mighty oak tree. 
The next player chooses something 
that can best the first thing in some 
way, say a forest fire. The next player 
chooses something to best that, say a 
monsoon, and so on, like, a pressure 
front that dissipates the storm, then a 
mountain range that diverts the pres- 
sure front, then time, which grinds 
the mountains to dust, then Dr. Who, 
who controls time. You must respond 
in a timely manner without hesitation, 
and you must be able to explain how 
your noun beats the preceding noun 
if challenged. Also, your noun must be 
at least somewhat proportionate to 
the preceding noun, so you can't chal- 
lenge a sparrow with the 4 Horseman 
of the Apocalypse. Any noun from fic- 
tion or reality is fair game, including 
concepts. Here are a few suggestions 
for starting nouns to get you rolling: 
bicycle, joy, summer, fiction, Zeus, 
Jake the Dog, technology. Go! 


Hope you have a nice week. 


We'll be here when you get back to 
town, tending the fire. 


Hello and how are you? As you may have noticed, this issue of the Admirer 


| | ) : 
Fikivaléa 


© |] 
TARA a 


has a collection of fetching illustrations from the newest Secret Sibling: Holly 
Firesheets. It also has a couple of great things by Ol' Sadie Eggshells. | feel a 
new chapter coming on. For so long I've done everything myself, and having 
competent weirdos to regularly contribute content that is completely different 
than my own has freed me up to spend more time on the less glamorous desid- 
erata, the crossword puzzle, the horoscopes. It's with a cautious optimism, a tree 
climber's abandon, that | step out on to this new branch. And I'm serious, | really 
like this crossword puzzle this week. It's CLEVER. And look at this knife! Cool. 
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New Queen's Village 
location now open 


700 PASSYUNK AVE. 
Inside Sweat Gym 


(267) 928-3055 
AmericanMortals.com 


Would you Jike to place‘an ad in thé Se- 
cret Admirer? Well-you can-It's 30.dol- 
lars for T Week; 90 dollars for I 


as you like. The S@cret Admirer is in- 
dependently owne@ and. produced in. 
Philadelphia, PA by@ college dropout, 
and has been runnifig strong.for.almost 
6 years. It comes Out @n Tuesdays and is 


in 250 spots across'the city. All Admirer ' 
locomotion is con@ucted via bicycle,. 
and the Admiret embraces and aspires 
to promote equality and acceptance, 
communicatiow and interpersonal har; 


mony forall"603 203 4766. 


1200 Point Breeze Ave : 


(267) 8584186 
Closed Mondays 


Myriad delicious soups, : 
sandwiches, and drinks! : 
Come to our great place to en- : 
joy our foods and beverages! ¢ 
You will NOT be disappointed! ; 


: Breezy’s 


: Cc AFE Nor will you leave hungry, 
© thirsty, or lacking in energy. : 
Lost but Seeking 


Remember folks, we run lost pet and stolen bike ads 
for free if we have spare room. <3 


BOILER Reg 


Good Friends - Good Food - Good Times 


AO% 


on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 


gal- (on phone) | don't care how hot he is; don't eat that cookie! 


Traffic Court 
gal- (to young son) | hate this city. 


Around Town 
guy- Trevor, it's only $20,000 for 3 seeds! Ha ha ha! 


Rittenhouse Sq. 
gal- (on phone) You're as useless as balls on a dildo. 


Ray's Birthday Bar 

gal 1- I'm not racist, but... 

gal 2- (cutting gal 1 off) STOP. Just stop. Don't say it. Then you're not racist. Ok? 
gal 1- What?! | didn't... 

gal 2- (cutting off gal 1) Shhhhhh... it's ok. Just stop. 

gal 1- Jesus. 

guy- (at another table) Good friend! (raises glass) 


11&Federal 

guy- (walking with 6ish year old boy) Are you going to be bad today? Am | going 
to have to take away your toys? Hmmm? Answer me. 

boy- | don't even care. | don't like anything. 

guy- Oh yeah? You want me to take away Angry Birds? 

boy- (stops) You can't. | have friends and they're strong. 


South Philly 
gal- I'd rather order Indian food every day than own a house. 


OMG [it's é Wacky é Facts! In China, it is 
eillegal to broadcast advertisements 
for hemorrhoid creams during traditional meal 
times. A 1 in 7 US paper notes contain traces of anal 
bacteria. A 9 in 10 US paper notes contain traces of 
narcotic residue. A Splenda was an insecticide until 
an assistant misheard a request to test it as a re- 
quest to taste it. A Half of the food prepared in the 
world is left to rot or thrown away. A The USA has 
5% of the Earth's population and generates over 
30% of its garbage. A Gold is officially consumable 
to vegetarians and vegans, as well as members of 
all religions. A Your body has roughly 100 trillion 
cells, each one a 10,000th the size of a pinhead, and 
containing enough DNA information to fill 600,000 
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across 
1. In accord with agreed-upon rules 
5. Mother fucker 
8. Tunisian city 
12. Burn assuager 
13. Gave vent to 
15. Brony eye candy 
16. Dang! 
17. Mocking grin 
18. Outlets of expression 
19. Guy who prepares technical drawings 
22. Our temporal zone 
23. Small carpet 
24. Erode 
26. Belongs to at least 2 other folks 
29. Anatomical cavity 
31. What you call a river that flows 
way south 
32. Gave one their word 
34. Muscle fiber 
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1. To paint one’s face with makeup 
(archaic) 

2. Winged 

3. A very small amount 

4. Work history 

5. Means 

6. Greek war god 

7. Regard as 

8. Where Dee takes Charlie on 
Spaghetti Day 

9. Storm crow 

10. Army bugs 

11. A tree-lined garden walkway 

13. A place to put your butts 

14. Stretched taut 

20. Acquire 


tuesday - backgammon 
wednesday- chess 
thursday - scrabble 


~ght here » 


® 
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amirer@ 
603 203 4766 


JOIN US FOR GAME NIGHTS 


6to 7 pm 
free 


jemseuiocom [TSO FatPasgk PRE 


603 203-4766 


Alle 
25. 
26. 


Ensnaring meshes 
Operatic solo 
Hobbes 


36. Shrek 27. Dreadful 
38. Cries 28. Defame 
AO. Red circle with a diagonal line 29. Improv 

through it 30. Parisian subway 
41. Earth 31. Succumb to corruption 
43. Farewell 33. Old age (archaic) 
45. 107 joules 35. Hair prosthesis 
46. Depict 37. Sea eagle 
48. Precious little gastro pub 39. Electrical overload in the brain 
50. Close by 42. Final month in the Jewish calendar 
51. In comics, one unit of sleep 44. One who consumes a product 
52.51 across is one of these 47. Stand upright 
54. Utah has less per capita than any 49. Back combed 

other state 52. Female sheep 
61. Swoons 53. An idea for an edit 
63. A place to put your butt 55. Mail 
64. South of Houston St 56. Bye-bye 
65. A small clutch bag 57. Afflicted with a malady 
66. Required for car registration 58. Left swipe 
67. Mega 59. Bringing attention to the here 
68. Inspectah Deck chose to smoke this and now 
69. French for not 60. Foot mitten 

.In school, often attached to 63 across 62. Familial gal 


Travia Tire 


1- A palmiped is marked by this physical trait. 

2- What is the smallest instrument ina traditional orchestra? 

3- What is the largest living species of bird? 

4- Name the police commissioner of Philadelphia. 

5- McGillin's Olde Ale House has this superlative Philadelphia distinction. 
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